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of our dwellings, and Which are strewn in orderly dis-order over the furniture of the room. The value of these objects ought to make you forgive their presence. Thus a Chinese basket of ivory will contain female work. Scissors and thimble will lie beside it. These must be of gold, surrounded with enamel or fine pearls. <( Rich smelling bottles, beautiful ntcessaires, ought all to be here/ said my mother. <(Of course this room is never inhabited.})
When we had reached home, I was astonished that, on finding myself in our own convenient habitation, I did not regret the fairy palace which I had just seen. As for my mother, it was never possible to make her confess that this house was an admirable thing. <( It is a pretty knickknack, and that is all,* she would reply. But when she was told what it had cost, she was ready to jump out of her easy-chair.
<( I would fit up twenty houses like that,}> cried she, (<and you should see what a difference there would be. What matters it to luxury, ornament, and convenience, to all those things indispensable in the furnishing and fitting-up of a habitation, that the furniture of a salon, in which you never live, should be of rosewood or mahogany? Would it not be better if the money which those armchairs have cost had been employed in giving them a richer cover and a new shape, since they must have one, and in rendering them more commodious, and not likely to break one's arms ?})to furniture the bad cloth which he had not been able to dispose of.
